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REMARKS 

< 0 N v > X O » V. ' s 

v above-idenufkd application and stand ready tor umber action on die ;acrns. 

In the instant reply, claims 1 and 10 arc amended. The amendments to claims 1 and 10 
nd support in die > . e^ as originally died, and are made mainly for purposes of clarity, 

re ncmruarovong amendments and do not raise any issues of prosecution history estoppel. 

More precisely, claims 1 and 10 are amended to remove the phrase ^before a /roan > 
'dialing formation of coarse grains in a neutraftsiuion mixture obtained during die course of 
euttxdl'deag the liquid acid precursor thereby neutralizing die liquid acid precursor " from step 
\i of the claimed invention. This change has been made inasmuch as siep (A) of i.he claimed 
• vendon already Oeontmaes to recite '"blending a liquid acid precursor of an anionic awfaetam 
■ids a \vaiem.->oinbie, alkali Inorganic substance in art amount equal to or exceeding on amount 
ecco-an- /or oramod.nny the /a/ant add precursor, in a subsnmiial absence of an alladi metal 

Or nern/vdrrodra? anancrc obtained during the course of neutralising die liquid acid precursor ' 

v t v «. ahro an 

0, vdi.J pa ;se ian.m sow ■,l.;ea<i. wo sueeo'hRna anJ as s.-unmiam ami naovev.r only 
. * , o \ , s ma e ^ ,u 5 ^ e 

com Office Acdon, entry of the instant 

t v era e\arnpie. foe ameodmem 

■es apt n.va.;hv -ar e , m 0 v n_ -aaaa mi , hsammem -> von a- n- rename the 



hYno v /Vi..tf uu ^ \$an-h Zl Wtf? Attorney Docket No. 3 422-05 3 9P 

N s s s^ v ? ! . e n ^ 

, ' ■ - ■ ^ ^ v . \ !vl ai J'U' c\J 

Interview >uih Examiner 

v > , v O v , < ' , . ■> - . s 

/;AVf,; t ^ f . >,> , r . < > «'« v\ , 

ed>/o> H. ?;«//. n\ fttA/ir Y.\ 32,88/ ) to ^In-Jaie a personal wiernew ui the Examiner's 
eariL'M comvuieuci: it is hcikreed thai sack an imen k-,e w^utti r, he/p/ui in expediting 

> s i m- <o aihwanee, or trftethai< 
ssuesprpi ppea i SPTO Board of Fa 

Ciaim Mekciiaa •• 3$ USC § 332 

Claims I end 10 each are rejected under the provisions of 35 USC § N second 
i f <>-> s .iv. s v\ ■> e„ cm ^ 

^mvndseem suede Cavsn n elands i \ ' < iX and me k^nsu e<>m;idensdons. 

» d * i h u vl c ! 

forth the inventive discovery thai the inventors regard as their own. The statute (35 USC § 112, 

' 1 T'v <>? C <' ^ v C ^\ ^ < ^ T 

i ;? ^ ' i \, am they choose so long c on 
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'sskms. negative onuiaiions. or > styte > . , N ^\ n or forma; oi eiann 
h makes char the boundaries at the subject matter far which protection is 
ht. As anted by the court in hL'ih.dy.inchoyi, 439 ] :: .2d J lit lf»A l'Sd(J 226 
' I ' w o " may no! be le/e^'ed soke hecahoe ; , w>, , . < \ < .a- 

< < v - , t. ( r < 

he exaouner's focus dnrioc: examination of claum for eompfkotee with the 



i <e i urns ore directed to such patentable subjei mattei > 
allow claims which define the patentable subject mailer with a re- 
of particularity and distinctness. Some latitude m the m. 
■<ion and the aptness of terms should be permitted even though t 
: ae is not as precise its the examiner might desire. Exomu 



Apart from the above considerations, the Examiner cars easily see thai, because each of 
v i i.cd i x . >vs i ded is to delete die phras* >< 

wuhtihy format an ; of eoemse ,eev/;M in a neutralization mixture obtained during the course of 

' m - . v' v-w < < " < < >' <b < . d <<<.> ^, < s *t >o, 

thai \ s ns as > st.ak e actum ha^o be; 

ended veiy render ed moot. 

the rSbfn ^ ocamaiu.a:c o-a ewass: iciecii.^w. ea-„h iww.c pix^'mnsh rc^p.uukd to 
in \p; .w\ - or • eho a \ \, Wi\ September 8. 200o anJ Oceemhe; 18. 2006 t be r^o 
" \\ v are as tbdoeo; 



9 
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~ ^ - _ ,^ 5 . k Kv k ■> . " ' S , 

s \ _u UK o n m Nmsual.EP*26*>0 W>K2b*) 

^ - 1 V . -O „ ^, v\ <V . X OX i S <. ? v < 

i < r,-a obvio y Mori ill, H nl I S *354 (UN 7 I 54 

\ V. I _ C O ^ - ^ ^ » ^ k\. \ -Cv O 

tbC t ! V V ( * is. v. V ' << 

V >v V N > \ X , S < >< ' t t <• 

in their entirely). 

' , , f o « v; 

To establish a prima facie case of obviousness, three basic criteria must be met. First, 
there na ' - - t^s* t moa\atk>n, erthtt in he I m,os m.mv^.s v > re 
knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the an, to modify the reference or to 
comainc reference teachings. Second, nacre mast be a reasonable expectation of success. Finally, 
the prior an reference tor references when combined) must teach or suggest ail the claim 

1 he teaching or suggestion < make the elanned combination and the reasonable 
vxmaaaaoa m v main hah > < < i < s ,ez\ no; m .anphcam s «, n <~ In re 
v - N N v - ♦ s o« { r S u v 

grhere are dace po> z emrces da i m ivat re to c ra me re fere ces the nature os 
the problem to he solved, the teachings of the prior art. and the knowledge of persons oi ordinary 

b * ! s \ ^ " e ^ 

, tauah esen demon >t i 
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without a n c eic i on a < < vas be 

improper,}, 

"h. deic ninhit: „ v. J the fktMa Uiiuv. v tsc an m-v mum-ess - t k fmst 
instance, n n> noce.<sar\ v a-nernhn whether or not the ^ e teaching w^uM appear to be 
sufficient lor one of ordinary skill in the relevant art having the reference before him to make the 
* x > ^ v x N o o v x > < >> > ~N -o > " ; TO Hi 



Obviousness can only be established by amkromm or modbymg the te.aeh.mgs of the 
prior art to prod ate the claimed invention where there is some teaching, suggestion or 
motivation to do so found cither explicitly or implicitly in the references themselves or in the 
knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. "The test for an implicit. 

■> - v s ^ i inary skill in ih« ui the 

nature of the problem to be solved as a whole woaiei have suggested to those of ordinary skill in 
» e> t '> v O I O U^ ^ SOy\ 'kklbkrcvl ku « V m.> . 



V O . S '' "v S " ^ ' ^k * 

s - *~ N v m v V4' •« o { 
.e , o m the ! need Stales ha- emends k> . the a. s es 4 
- :i v mat |i, Oms k s K one O v f \\ be :-■*> rigidly, oppheok See 
ekikx Inc., 550 U.S. , 82 USPQ2d 1 385 (U.S. 2007). The Supreme Coon in 

he v> era ^ ! e a < 

a 3S U.S,C. § 103(a). The four factual Inquiries under Graham are: 



Reph to i w<ii Ojjk-e . h-iim of March 23, 2007 Attorney Docket No, 1 422-05] 9P 

tppi No, immm 

> \ pr«or . f 

\w < „ >- \ I 

• ■: ; resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art; and 
\ v „*. ^\ n o > ti 

83 S M 8, 1481 SPQ 459,46 
The (*-n-n m AP'A' «'>v s *• /<. t /'.>. , J v. s f ^ mo o of 

'v. I - > ^ > ^ < > O N v ^> ' \ <> 

! v i n, or motivation combine p 

i. s I i < i. ! i i > 

, . e \e \ >. ^v-Vo-xdi <M M $ vhz) 

e Com! m K.S i eh t v gheabo 

the v i id n { SM so * I e s a ^ 

leaching, soggesuora or motivation in the prior an Uiat would lead oae of ordinary skill in the art 
to combine the prior art elements in the manner claimed in the application or patent before 
holding the dadoed reject matter in he obvious. 



dgmgoglegg/ go; ddgoogegg 
pending elaun k the present invention provides: 

ig a bulk density of 655) g/L or more, composing the steps of: 



alter a pom! oi. mnegmg torntaOon ot coarse 
ralmation mixture obtained dunng the course of neutra. 
precursor; and 
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v X x , Ki , 0X< 0 u H< 1 C v ' 

mixture obtained in step (A) and mixing a resulting uuxrare. wherein the 
inorganio powder is added to ihe neutral izauon mix lure prior io the 
adhhmn of dr.- egad: hi akrr -.^ K .ipIh smxtuie. and then the 
inorganic powder is added to the neutralization mixture after the addition 
of the liquid binder to the neutralization mixture: i wherein the 
, , v \ > ko e o he k ! ^ 

composition, which is the Una! product. 

Accordingly, inatam amended claim I is now characterized by: 
{ i } in :gc p. i A) -edending a liquid acid precursor of an anionic surfactant with 
a water-soluble, alkali inorganic substance in an amount equal to or 
eding i om iccessary for netu ;.~i> o > 

n < > , ... t > 
ill) "beginning step >< after a point of n s w « ,* of coarse gcxim 
i x - e obtoii i tring i e count >f neutralizing 

HO ,!>t a ..'h'.'OWM^ , 

( 'bt ; at steppji? "the inorganic powder is added ta (he neutralization mixture 

prior to the addition of the liquid hinder to the neutralization mixture, and 
e c pom - , ddea to th eutnui: t mix e t 

addition of the //good hinder to the neutraiicadon mixture* and 
(iv? in Men Hit; A ia imwgartic .ron.Aw o odiied to A\ neuiraitzaiuot mixture in 

step " in an amount of d io 50% by weight tfthe high-buik density 

ch t .;0 n<vnam u/nxh ts <. ol product 

of the h>;o> acid precursor <. v . ^ 1 > cd-^uec (eg,, 5 w % or less) of an alkali mean 
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-f ^ 10 

. i . x ,s i < s t ' t _g is v t * 

i r<- t f _, \ 1 V ^ n i fJ/i > 

i- v , eg the J < >n he k.n » b nies to the 

\ 1 %Jv -, > i > < t<f x 

weight of the hugh-eub density detergent composition, which is i.ln- iked product. 

Once .i gasnnty ot aa alkali metal alumiaosilk&te powder ixi ch a.s zeolite) k added 
> s i > »f the alkali metal alutniaosHk* kt 
s V, ,i v d,*^ca\^ ot ,e v x, v. k -^tfum h kmered. 

in addition, if the alkali metal aiuminosilicate is added at once (e,»., all at one tnuen 
, > s.-^ N - i. »> -u i.tk <. plat 

Thus, the present bwemors have been able to imexpeetedly solve previously encountered 
problems by: 

^ uiiliz! g a ubsta absence ilka! metal huso c r 

of initiating formation of coarse grains io a neutralization mixture: 

ta i „ v ' \ s v v , e s - i> e «, ». , , 1 ! 1 

v.:' j.ntauuse krnuukn ot u „ - grams s the men 1 ., i. Mi -> , k K< v<"> 
daong Use cause o' aeusnhl.'ing the liquid . ; uci pr .-cursor; and 

& , p < o , ' 'n x c 

Farther, a is noted thai by adding the inorganic powder in step (B) at a tnoe of bath 
oe/or O.j and offer the adUHkos of the begad binder te the uentrakooiun mixture, there ears 

i 3 -O < > v x.vx SU U IX i 

jvn ~1 on g«g f Jun\s I 5oj? t v. <g lifhuti «; 
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Still tmv.^r, m amind-n ! s Ow dendd n i » w* a i u ^ ^, * 



dceordhc to ihc process of the proem in\ ration. i.k.u-Kak densin detergent 
s v „ v i n (i c \ s n ' ^ , , . eo 

ted., wherein the detergent composition has both excellent detergent properties and a small 



dip noied it claim 1 s currently pending e tea s fo! c 



nava-p a hank dcjisily , g.d. or ! , comprising the steps 

blending a liquid acid precursor of an anionic surfactant with a water 
- \ v. h u L , ,m 

(B) niter a point of initiating formation of coarse grains in th 
neutralization nnxSare obtained during the course ot neutralizing the \iqw>. 
acid precursor; and 

..ocegg an an.aii « Kl i a, n n\di ok and a limud bmJer -o th 

\ i , i 5 ! p \ ^ V 1 

where!; > a k > metal akumnosi acate s ekkn to the eut at n 

s ix x the adr iim of the liqu.it > de o the neon zatim 

mixtures and then the alkali metal aluniinosilicate is added to the 
neutralization mixture alter the addition of the liquid binder to the 

neutralization mixture; and wherein the alkali metal ahnninosdieate is 

! e in step (B> i A i 8 

by ^ , ^ - ^ ^ the 
Una! product. 



For die i vamiucrh an amadou and » . the recited audition v.- or, set 

far the ; "n?o/pso«/c powder' (sec dopjiJj and '''alkali metal eimonosiiicotc" (see dt.iWi.lJl) 
vv< let p-oee^ am s 1 and d as, >:< o< . . ; . a x ;'\n an k^ea ; ?< w) has 
v e nppkt ! f _^^ 1 particle size in a ma xu was 
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in/d, \ ,\ .0> deyd^O 

associated therewith " < _ and are hi no way 

o % e, ^ v i i e ' r 4. i m bit .at based tm a to. scv, of fee o!.,. „ a \e.> ac>'az 
applied by fee USPTO against the pending claims. 

> v s * j i s n ^ v. e t v s « na u 

thai thi- dercrgi'aey of the tteterut-ut composition being, prepared is lowered. la addition, 
a i v » i silicate is added atoaee, an aggregation of the alkali metal 

;doadn?isdie;Oe sa*.kos phsee, 

<> m or* htn »co« est co itikzi 

vary NpeeOv nemK,\ . * a v \ v n\ lh< <d< t 

- \ j_ i v ;< i _ » >< A 

sm mre, AND ill l-V aim u m»«' * ! 

a : c^a.:Oy;;,:.; <d. . . ,: a , ^ in the neatralfr.atwn mixture, adding alkali mgtai 

d^lti!j.a*^ * -^ninme p«»*> kp 

ves er;d dsne.v mipjyv ppppd 
Ntim et ill EP '269 

\t is snbnfeted dial the cued Nida ci a!, HP '269 reference does noj leach or otherwise. 
orovkk for each of fee dabaaions recited m instam amended independent claims I and 10 (or 
..■ ei.-.iaa- da depe J Uk on 
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m Q. iciwn of Match M f 280? Attorney Bucket AV>. 1 422-85 19P 

. [ppL do. hi 

Osaka: o( '-U-j ~~ > an x ;->-.>v. deb u •.' . -.Ce . <K ^ k t <. ! r 1' or an , vO 

s =, ->v s. v. t> J i 1 i ! In S I I U t ^ O 

maee-n vi p fie ii/< n U\l h\\>, _ >d , 5 

> ^ l \ t w U 11 M U III! "• ^ Mh 

x I eie; Wfaih to see any iui portanc < < 

tmeerrsor of an anionic surjaciai:! adh a aeUerasaisuble. alkali inorganic subsume? in an amount 
equal to or exceeding ' amount necessary for neutralising the liquid acid > ^ t >- ia a 
aarugnoM^ a ' : ' ( ' : beginning step {.8} after a point of 

initiating: fyrmadan of coarse grains in the neutralization mixture obtained during the course of 
i. x as is ceiled m step { k» wpcvCu o » : step 
(a) of iadcpuauknt claim 10. Nkia et as. E? '269 also provides no teaching or motivation that 
would allow one .skilled in the art to carry out the instantly claimed process including steps (A > 
and >> as reeded in pending claim 1 , or steps (a) and (!>} as recited in pending claim 10. 

S O t > h On ^ . v , 1 i 

faPs sa s able o ^ \ k ,i\ i\o types 1 he fas: ope ,\ teal of <Penpaunne \ f t 
^ ^ s v i as Mas 

More particularly, Comparative Examples 18- IP of Nina BP '260 are dulerem from the 

; > v ^ > « a % < s . oasts N vvoee ! nb x . <b< - ~ eon 

stan/beginning of the process. As saeh. this leads to a high possibility thai deterioration of a 
.-volae takes place in P-supauaoc a vaopies x '.a' \'ua; HP "rPPP, so !hsa ue dercrneue;. of 

e v v e c . - u^ . - k ^ v> 
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AppL Nth 10/049,995 
the h s a; % s| ec ileal on 



'^9 y 




i sei forth % es ! i N < > 
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so s mo - N p cj v web hi 

dm subsequent process steps of each of Cionpmnuiva t \ r.mpkm 1. 1-19. 

<• , - v > sv i <.e m e > o! \ , »s.v ' > p 

zeolite is aekk-d „ \ rmmraii/mg Mop. f k>\\oser. m e > * of Nhta and the men 
i j \ eoilte is add er m km step in. Example 1 of 

^ v s H^l , •'.u! ,v ,vv d tU M ~H > . i 5 1 5 

of coarse grains of die neutralization mixture obtained during a coarse of a neuiraiiziuion process 
So step *A> lnm\ el ■--..'.-! d appears dun Ci<mpuratoe Kan-pies H -P m' \bla n;e simdm to 
eomparuiha i mnnoie .? oi 1 v hv! inventios < „ s, < /^som J { -WP m< o f V mooov 

5 > 4 : i i i - s>. > Ov 
was noi added during the course of the neutralization process or immediately after the 
ocun-adaation process omm sou pape 39. lines d-d.} . but was added subsequently {see f mod 4, or 

As suum it is submitted that the teachings and disclosure of Nitm et al. BP "269 are 
i e cip ing or rendering ni e instan \ cut ion sek net 

ll Is subroiUed thai the cited Mori id. at ah US ' 3 5-4 reference does ap; teach or otherwise 
provide for each of the limitations recited in mstani amended independent chums 1 and !0 (or 
any of the pending claims that depend thereifom ). 



ih.cn A.?.U parm dp o uufat Iv 



Id 



AppL N>% iO/V49 f 99S 

\.e e pan t »•..»:>. XK-n Hi o d. US '.^5*1 taiN 10 provde any -eachm, re : gndmg he 

metal a.ummosnkaie" me. hv ohlcpctiJai; cUdnn id) or thai h\ >uch e Smong one can 
n v o > control panicle size a the inventive methods and thereby arrive at a high-bulk 
ho a ! \ vO:a-./i! composition having a bulk dcs-siiy of 650 1 or more. 

\ " „ ^ t 1 ^ phtS ^ ! ( . ' 

.,v % <. " f < ' <» v « <>> « ,v in m 

amount equal to or eweeditig an amount necessary for neutralizing the- liquid acid precursor, in 
atPikdiiMdH.id^aHie and beginning strp t'Bi after a point p./" 

neutralizing dm as is recited in step \, of independent !< • 1 or step <> 

of independent claim 10. Mori III. et al. US -354 also provides no teaching or motivation that 

and (B) as recited in independent claim I or steps (a) and (b) as recited in indepcade.nl claim 10. 

i mte id Mo 1 HI, ct al * S '354 at best - nip \ K Kites at column ? bm 9-25 thereon 
ihai - s v ■> -i k i 

eu i/ed mixture iron s; ml\^ may 

oemsn.dh cmp\ out mmme -top dv.i e.m mclodc ,m optional p<e liecLn... maurial em h as 
zeolite. Such disclosure is dearly incapable of providing any motivation to those of ordinary 
skid a; ere art then would allow *.hero to anise at the insiant invention as claimed. 

As such, it is submitted that the teachings and disclosure of Mort III. c t US "354 are 
, ; s. codes 1 e msta ;s churned 
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AppL No. 10/649,995 

AiiiUtkma! Comments 

N v s „ > < v , ' 5 or )L > ! a x t ' 

26 of the imhmt specification) and particularly the penultimate paragraph of Example 1 , > t 

v ^ v x i „ ! ( \ v »vv the 



>.be of 64t) „ , L \,.h ; ;v/W7p' , , <-5 ^ .' ,'</<"<,.' > "i , t <p n 

whereby showing excellent powder j/wperttes. In addition, the granules had a 
reiodve ratio for she deiergeney rate of 0.998, whereby ■showing exeedem 

Accordingly, because the cited art ofNita ct «. IP 4 269 and Mort III, et a!. US '354, do 
d.Ql provide any teaching which would motivate one of ordinary skid in the art to arrive at the 
instant Invention as claimed in instant process claims i and !0, it follows that neither reference is 
cansbie of supporting an obviousness rejection of any of the pending claims. This conclusion is 

< v n > ^porn s < nc.x peeled and. ad vaniaetv !\ \< ^ > c e s ■>» J e 
^ - u, >W v. „vnvv u a * ' ' '< ' '' d<e f s . / w'v».('k«<<' v d\ . «. ,\ he , ?e, .s, with 
^e ra N OvO\ . ■« 

w'iousness held h) n 5 I >vc he atxn cuec u st he 

I ,„,>.. .S, > > X N ' V » > . - * £ "V .V V V V 0 k s O >e 
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XppL \, . >» >m«J$ 

> so-.. ^ \ ^ N I - i -.v - k n - v 

, i =U\ i > ! -s„. • On N 01 v m\ ... i\ : . . , , : s 1 , > and 

„ v . rt v ^ .v . . v ^ 

sianc natters i eed to be resolved In the prese? 
v v v <. _ \J ^ .0 ! v. Ni u s h <. \e \ hm 

vviisvvii.u vPoh Jho psvocni apinkau <n 

> ■) \- ■> v - iu uirn.v ^ i i ) ' t u 

m charge naynveui or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any additional 
iocs required under 37 C P. R . §§ 1. 16 or id?; pardaiiariy, extension of time ices. 
Dated; June 2 i . 2007 Respectfully submitted, 

BIRO). SIP WAR A KOI \S( II a. BIRCH . I 5- 

\\ A. . a ^ 
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